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preponderating size of particular organs, of
what possible utility would it be, since the
cure of vicious propensities can be effected
by moral means only, and not by external
applications. The actions of the child will ,’
soon lead to a knowledge of his disposition,
without any examination of his skull, and
suitable moral means would be adopted, the
effect of which could not be at all’increased
by any knowledge of the external protube-
rance of the supposed organs. * * * It
is asserted by some phrenologists that the
inferior propensities or faculties are to be
controlled by the faculty of conscientious-
ness, meaning by that word, I suppose, con-
science or the moral sense; by which we
perceive some things in human conduct to
be right and others to be wrong; the first
principles of morals being the dictates of this
faculty. But as the extent and degree of
conscientiousness must, according to their

doctrine, depend upon the size and develop-
ment of the organ, there can be no equal re-
sponsibility. How can a man with a very
small organ of conscientiousness restrain the
inferior faculties or propensities as effectually
as a man who is endowed by nature with a
very large development of the organ of con-
scientiousness ? There can be neither merit
nor demerit in a person whose organ of con-
scientiousness is larger or smatler, according
as it has pleased his Creator to bestow it.
That the moral character and conduct of a
person depend solely upon the relative size
of the different organs cannot be denied, if
the doctrines of phrenology be true. Indeed,
I find it stated in a review of a phrenological
work that phrenologists have long pro-
claimed that the great cause of the incorri-
gibility of criminals is the excessive predo-
minance of the organs of the animal propen-
sities over those of the moral and intellectual
faculties.’ Can the individual be responsible
for this excessive preponderance? Is the
material organisation of his bodily frame
under his own control ? * * *

" If the various degrees and kinds of in-
tellectual power and of moral feeling depend
(as is asserted by an author of no mean
talent) upon those diversities of-cerebral
organisation which are indicated by, and

correspond to, the differences in the shape of
the skull, over the structure of which he
has no power, there can be no moral respon-
sibility in man. As it is not in man’s power
to determine or regulate the size and deve-

lopment of those organs, man cannot possibly
prevent his disposition and conduct being in
accordance with the preponderating influence
of these respective organs. But if he pos-
sesses within himself, as he most assuredly
does, that which enables him, independent of
all material organisation, to eschew evil and
to practise good, according to the fixed
determination of his own will, then he be-
comes responsible as being a perfectly free
agent. * *

" I have now briefly animadverted upon
two pernicious errors which are of late be-
coming in some degree popular, and from
the adoption of which I wish to dissuade
you. One, the sufficiency of the ordinary
laws of mechanics and chemistry to explain
the varied and important functions of the

living system. The other, the dependence of
the intellectual and moral powers of man
upon the size and development of certain
parts of the cerebral mass; the latter of
which, if carried out to its fullest extent,
must unavoidably lead to materialism and
fatalism. * * * No apology, it is pre-
sumed, can be necessary for canvassing the
opinions held by others. Truth can never
suffer by discussion. If the objections I
have brought forward are untenable, it is for
the supporters of such opinions to show the
futility of them, and to demonstrate the
reality and utility of their science. If they
can do this effectually no opposition can
overturn it. * * * The attempt to im-
pugn these doctrines, will, I am aware, be
considered a proof how far I have been left
behind in the railroad progress of modern
discoveries; but whilst I can travel securely
upon the ancient and beaten path of sound
observation and experience, I am content to
travel slowly ; nor am I at all inclined to

adopt opinions which, however imposing and
captivating they may appear on a superficial
view, are far, very far, from being based
upon the immutable foundation of true
science."

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.

INTRODUCTORY LECTURE.

MR. WILLIAM LAWRENCE gave the intro-

ductory lecture at this institution at half-past
two on Saturday afternoon.
He commenced by saying that the profes-

sion which had been chosen by his auditory
was one of the noblest pursuits which could
be followed by man, provided it were under-
taken with that due respect for morality and
religion which should form its most promi-
nent feature. He proceeded to eulogise the

piety and benevolence of those individuals
who had founded that hospital, originally
established for the treatment of the sick only,
but within the last half century converted
also into a valuable school of medicine. It
had been questioned at first whether such
union could be safely effected, but experi-
ence had proved that the school and hospital
afforded mutual aid to each other ; for whilst
the hospital formed an ample field of clinical

’ study,-the only solid basis of medical know-
ledge,-the presence of students in the
wards kept up the attention of the medical
officers to the patients, and ensured the best
kind of treatment. The hospital was large,
which, however, was of less importance than
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the opportunities which it afforded for the
study of disease. Thirty thousand patients
were annually relieved at the institution.
It contained between five and six hundred
beds, and not only had the students the pri-
vilege of accompanying the medical officers
round the wards, as also the dressers and

house-surgeons, but they might have access
to them at any time for the purposes of ob-
servation and study.

Clinical instruction was faithfully given to
the students. Nothing gave the medical
officers more pleasure than to impart infor-
mation at the bedside, and clinical lectures
were regularly given. He mentioned this
more particularly, as at this time when the
papers were full of advertisements of the
various schools of medicine, clinical instruc-
tion was made a prominent feature, but he
believed it had no other existence than in the
advertisements. In addition to these lec-
tures, post-mortem examinations were regu-
larly made by the house-surgeon and the
curator of the museum. Prizes were regu-
larly given. Two new ones had been insti-
tuted ; one by the treasurer, to be given to
the student who kept the best account of
cases treated, the number not to be less than
twelve. The other prize had been founded
by the chaplain.
He felt, as they all must feel, the import.

ance of religion to the medical man, the ne
cessity of following in the footsteps of HiM
who went about to do good-a feeling which
tranquillised the mind in pain and disease;
smoothed the passage to the grave, and pre-
pared us for a better state of existence. This
prize was to be awarded to the writer of the
best thesis &laquo; on the connection of revealed
religion with physical science."
He proceeded to enumerate the advantages

of that school as a place of study, and spoke
of the various lecturers and the plan of tuition
they pursued. With respect to that portion
which fell to his lot to teach-surgery, he
observed that the division between medicine
and surgery was an arbitrary one, having no
real existence except in practice, and which,
as it were, had naturally arisen from the
necessity of the division of labour. But
there could be but one pathology, and a
knowledge of surgery was as essential to the
physician as a knowledge of medicine was
to the surgeon. The derivation of the word
chirurgeon was merely that of " work of the
hands ;" but he could assure the students
that this by no means formed the more im-
portant part of the science and practice of
surgery, which required a much greater
work of the brain. He cautioned them
against being led away by the brilliancy of
operations, which, however fascinating,
formed but a very small part of the surgeon’s
duty, and one which he should be always
anxious to avoid ; and though they should
by operating upon the dead obtain dexterity
in the use of the knife, yet they should never

forget that the great triumph of surgery was
: to prevent operations, and to decide upon
’such cases in which it was and was not ne.
cessary to resort to operative procedure. Let
them recollect, in relation to this, the humane
remark of the great John Hunter," that
operations, by which we mutilated our pa-
tient, were but areflection upon the imperfec-
tion of our own knowledge." As the science
of surgery advanced, the number of operations
became less. When he became first con-

nected with that hospital there were three-
fourths more operations than there were at
the present time. Nothing was then more
common than removal of the breast, the
testes, or a limb; but these were now rare
operations.
He proceeded to speak of the men who

had done the most to raise surgery into a
science. Of these the foremost in all coun-
tries and of all ages was John Hunter;
among those who followed in his footsteps
was Abernetby, a great admirer of his mas-
ter, and the founder of the school in connec-
tion with St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. Pott,
Desault, Scarpa, and others, were also great
improvers of the science and practice of sur-
gery. These men were called men of ge-
nius ; they no doubt possessed greater natu-
ral powers than common men, but they
would be more properly called men of in-
dustry. Hunter had but five hours sleep,
the rest of the twenty-four hours he devoted
to labour; and Bichat, whose researches
were so original and so extensive, died at
thirty. It was in the power of every indi-
vidual who had industry to acquire distinc-
tion.
He proceeded to speak of the necessity of

the student seeking at once for information
by the study of the great Book of Nature-
books and lectures could teach him little
compared with what he might learn in the
wards of the hospital-the knowledge ob-
tained from the one source might be com-
pared to that which was gleaned by reading
a description of a country, while that from
the other might be likened to the knowledge
acquired by a traveller who had seen the
place. He did not recommend the reading
of many books during the time of pupilage.
The time consumed by such reading might
be much more advantageously spent in the
dissecting-room, and in the observation of
disease. He exhorted the students to indus-
try, and concluded a long address with a
moral and religious peroration.

’ DISEASE OF THE PROSTATE.-As to other
treatment, prevent lodgment in the rectum,
by clysters. Apply leeches to the hasmor-
rhoidal vessels ; use mild laxatives and the
tepid bath ; give a pill with conium, and pil.
hydrarg., or soap and opium, or Dover’s
powder ; the bowels being kept open the
while by castor-oil and manna, sulphur and
confection of senna.-Sir Charles Bell.


